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such an outstanding job as president of these
1995 games.

I also want to thank the distinguished
former Governor of Connecticut, Lowell
Weicker, who has continued to serve his
country magnificently as the chairman of
these 1995 games. Thank you, Lowell
Weicker. Please stand up. Thank you. [Ap-
plause]

Let me welcome also leaders throughout
the world who have come here to cheer for
their athletes. We have people from coun-
tries all across the globe. I am here to cheer
for the Americans. They’re here to cheer for
their athletes. And we’re all here to cheer
all of you on. Thank you for coming from
all distant corners of the globe.

These world games are being called the
games of inclusion. From their beginnings in
the United States 27 years ago, the Special
Olympics have grown to include more than
144 countries on 6 continents. Large and
small nations are represented here, wel-
comed as equals.

We have seen here people brought to-
gether of every race, color, and creed, every
faith, in a joyful celebration of peaceful com-
petition, good will, and the triumph of the
human spirit. The world could learn a great
lesson from all of you standing down here
in the Yale Bowl tonight: Everybody counts,
and everybody can do something very, very
important and good.

You are the living symbol that we can
reach across continents, across cultures,
across human differences, to unleash the
God-given potential that lies within every in-
dividual. You have shown us in so many ways
that when you are given the chance, you can
do extraordinary things. The world commu-
nity is recognizing this more and more.

We have come so far in such a short time.
Here in the United States, it has only been
5 years since we passed the Americans With
Disabilities Act, committing ourselves to
treating our people on the basis of their abili-
ties, not their disabilities.

And the world is moving as well. This
week, on its 50th anniversary, the United Na-
tions convened the very first international
symposium on intellectual disabilities. There
is more to come.

But our work is not yet done. President
Kennedy once said that the rights of every
man are diminished when the rights of one
man are threatened. So tonight, I challenge
all of you and every citizen of the world
watching us to be an olympic champion for
inclusion, a champion for equal rights, a
champion for dignity, a champion for the tri-
umph of the human spirit in all of us.

That spirit, that spirit, these athletes are
about to show all over the globe. So, by all
means and with great spirit, let the games
begin.

I want all of you to know that you have
our love, our support, and our admiration.
I hereby declare the 1995 Special Olympics
World Games officially open.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 p.m. at the
Yale Bowl. In his remarks, he referred to Loretta
Claiborne, athlete and Special Olympics board
member; Gov. John G. Rowland of Connecticut;
and Mayor John DeStefano of New Haven, CT.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the ‘‘Ryan White CARE Act’’
July 5, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Leader:)
I am writing to urge you to lead the Con-

gress in passing the reauthorization of the
Ryan White CARE Act before the summer
recess. We cannot allow this crucial program
to lapse.

There is strong bipartisan support for the
Ryan White CARE Act. The initial legislation
was approved by overwhelming margins in
both houses (95–4 in the Senate and 408–
14 in the House) and signed into law by
President Bush. Funding for this program
has been endorsed from both sides of the
aisle throughout the five years of the program
and the reauthorization bill in the Senate has
60 co-sponsors. It is a program vital to the
lives of Americans living with HIV and AIDS.
Its existence has had a dramatic impact on
the quality and length of their lives while
helping to reduce the cost of their care.

The CARE Act provides direct services to
people living with HIV and AIDS through
grants to states, cities, community organiza-
tions, and local clinics. It emphasizes out-
patient care in clinics and other facilities and
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is designed to relieve the burden on public
hospitals and other more expensive inpatient
facilities.

It has been a tremendous success in meet-
ing this mandate. By lessening the demand
on public hospitals and other facilities, valu-
able inpatient resources have been freed to
care for patients with other diseases, and
people with HIV and AIDS have been able
to lead more productive lives in their com-
munities. The CARE Act approach serves as
a model for delivering more cost-effective
health care for people with all diseases.

In 1994, the CARE Act provided care to
more than 200,000 uninsured and under-
insured people living with HIV or AIDS and
early intervention services to another 85,000
people. The Act also funded HIV counseling
and testing to nearly 100,000 Americans, pro-
vided pharmaceutical assistance to 75,000 in-
dividuals, and supported more than 15,000
women and children participating in AIDS-
related clinical trials.

Let me share with you the story of one
person who has been helped by this pro-
gram—one person whose experience with
the CARE Act is typical of literally hundreds
of thousands of other Americans who have
benefited from this law. ‘‘Debbie’’ is a 27
year old woman living with AIDS in a rural
part of South Carolina. Until recently, few
doctors in Debbie’s hometown were willing
to treat AIDS patients in part because so
many were uninsured. With funding from the
Ryan White CARE Act, the County Health
Department opened a clinic in the town of
Orangeburg that operated six days a month
with a rotating staff of five physicians and
three nurses. The clinic’s staff has taught
Debbie’s mother to care for her daughter at
home. When Debbie is too sick to come to
the clinic, the staff comes to her. Not only
has this prevented more costly hospitaliza-
tions, but it provides Debbie and her mother
peace of mind. Debbie’s Mom calls the clin-
ic’s staff her ‘‘guardian angels.’’

The Ryan White CARE Act is a model of
compassionate caring for people in need. At
a time when AIDS is the leading cause of
death of young adults, we cannot let reau-
thorization of the CARE Act be held up by
divisive arguments about how people con-
tracted HIV. Nor should we be deterred by

the false argument that people with HIV and
AIDS are getting more help than those with
other diseases. In fact, total federal spending
in FY 1995 for research, treatment preven-
tion, Medicaid, Medicare, and income sup-
plements for AIDS is less than one-third that
for cancer and less than one-sixth that for
heart disease. (AIDS spending is $6 billion,
cancer is $17.5 billion, and heart disease is
$38 billion.)

In the United States, an average of 220
Americans are being diagnosed with AIDS
every day and an average of 109 Americans
are dying of this disease each day. Now is
not the time to retreat in our national re-
sponse to this terrible disease. We must move
forward to meet the very real needs of Amer-
icans living with HIV and AIDS. We can cer-
tainly do more, we cannot do any less.

I hope you will join me in urging the Con-
gress to move forward promptly with a five-
year reauthorization of this vital program
without complicated amendments so that we
can once again show the American people
that their government can provide the assist-
ance they deserve.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Bob Dole, Senate majority leader.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Most-
Favored-Nation Trade Status for
Bulgaria
July 5, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On June 3, 1993, I determined and re-

ported to the Congress that Bulgaria is in
full compliance with the freedom of emigra-
tion criteria of sections 402 and 409 of the
Trade Act of 1974. This action allowed for
the continuation of most-favored-nation
(MFN) status for Bulgaria and certain other
activities without the requirement of a
waiver.

As required by law, I am submitting an
updated report to the Congress concerning
emigration laws and policies of the Republic
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